INTRODUCTION.                          xi
It has been said that Froude was in some respects an In-
accurate writer. It is true that he had not the gift of micro-
scopic accuracy in detail which some writers possess, who
nevertheless do not possess Fronde's wonderful power of
giving a true and living picture of a character, a movement or
an epoch. In a similar way the industrious grammarian may
find in his works occasional lapses from the rules of syntax,
but none the less Froude was one of the most brilliant writers
in the whole range of English literature. Speaking of Froude's
method of writing, Mr. Frederic Harrison said in an address to
the Bodley Literary Society at Oxford: " Froude has style ;
pure, natural, correct and lucid. Simple, easy and elegant for
all the ends of plain narrative, it can rise, at the need, into a
fine glow, or thrill us with a splendid scene."
The selections here presented to the young student are
taken from the volumes entitled Short Studies on Great Sub-
jects. The notes at the end are confined to explanations of
historic allusions and of some of the difficult words.